
Reflections on Our Church’s Transition 

By Wardens, Cathy Schwichtenberg and Mike Sandsmark 

 

Like you, we are saddened by Katherine’s announcement of her decision to leave St. David’s.  She 
has been our beloved priest for the last 17 years and has inspired us to “Love God and Love One 
Another”.  It is difficult to imagine someone else in her role, but we knew this time would come, and it 
has!    
 

We experienced about two days of sadness and even anger; but on the third day after learning of 
her resignation, we decided to step up to our roles as wardens and do our best to help move our 
parish through the process of calling a new rector.  After an encouraging meeting with Karen Olson, 
diocesan Canon for Vitality, we feel supported and are ready to follow the process that ECMN has 
laid out for us.   
 

As a parish, we have been very fortunate to have a rector of Katherine’s caliber.  She is a master 
“people person” with a knack for drawing people into the life of the church and its ministries.  She is 
an innovator and encourages us to dream big. With initiatives such as Faithful Innovation, the 
Comprehensive Campus Initiative, our ecumenical partnership with Bet Shalom and Mills Church, 
our merger with St. George’s, and the relationships she has built with the City of Minnetonka, St. 
David’s Center, and ICA provide St. David’s a strong foundation upon which to move forward.  Her 
service as the Dean of the West Metro Area has strengthened St. David’s relationship with the 
ECMN Diocese.  She is leaving us an organization with strong lay leaders, many vital ministries, and 
a respected standing within our community.  We have been blessed by Katherine’s leadership. 
 

Our next step will be to begin the transition process culminating with the installation of a new 
rector.  When the wardens met with Karen, she gave us a template outlining the steps and proposed 
timeline for the transition process.  We will share this with the vestry at our meeting next Monday, 
August 17, and then will share it with the congregation soon after. It is a comprehensive plan that 
gives us confidence in shepherding the process. We will provide regular progress reports and we 
ask for your support and prayers  
 

We close with this prayer: 
 

Almighty God, giver of every good gift:  Look graciously on your Church, and so guide the minds of 
those who shall choose a rector for this parish, that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care 
for your people and equip us for our ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

                  ~ BCP #13 For the Election of a Bishop or other Minister 
With Love, 
Cathy and Mike 

 


